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Using film and innovative media to 
transform the health and wellbeing of 
women and children around the world 

Medical Aid Films 



Why film? 
Simple, clear, engaging information 

to overcome barriers of low literacy, 

inspire audiences to change attitudes 
and behaviours, 

and deliver cost-effective, scalable, 
sustainable education and training 



260+ films Maternal health Ebola 

Sexual and 
reproductive 

health 
Child health Nutrition 

Cervical cancer Obstetric care Caesarean 
section 

health worker training  
& community education 

260+ films 



20 languages Amharic 
Bemba 
Burmese 
Dari 
English 
French 
Haitian Creole 
Hausa 
Indonesian 
Kannada 
Khmer 
Kinyarwanda 
Luganda 
Portuguese 
Shona 
Somali 
St Lucian Creole 
Swahili 
Vietnamese 
Yoruba 
 





"We trained Okari, a Nurse Practitioner, using the MAF films. 
Thinking of a young woman admitted the night before - 13 or 14 years 
old and showing signs of potential complications with the pregnancy – 
Okari watched the film about neonatal resuscitation, something he had 
not practiced for years. 
 
That night, the young woman was giving birth and the baby was born 
apnoea, having trouble breathing.  Using the knowledge from that film, 
Okari saved that baby's life and the young woman left with a healthy 
baby boy." 





    The community members have responded very well 
to the videos mentioning that it is easier to understand 
when having something visual to watch.  They 

appreciate that it is in their local language and it is 
presented in a way that they can understand and is 

not too complicated. 

DREA GIESBRECHT, REVELATION LIFE (Uganda) 
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Making a difference 

Improving knowledge  
–  Mothers who could identify five signs of 

illness in a newborn: 4.4% to 49.1% 
–  Mothers who could recall the dangers of 

closely spaced pregnancies: 0.9% to 47% 
Changing behaviour  

–  Mothers reporting using a modern 
contraceptive method: 2.6% to 21.9% 

–  Mothers who attended their medical check 
8 weeks after childbirth: 0.1% to 17.9% 

Research with Food for the Hungry: using films to support ‘Mother Leaders’ delivering 
community health education in South Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo, reaching 
2,715 mothers 



Thank you! 
josie@medicalaidfilms.org 


